
EXHIBIT 4

February 28, 1934 letter to the Attorney General from Assistant
Secretary of the Interior Chapman
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

WRPT007764

FEB 2 8 1934

The Honorable

The Attorney General.

My dear Mr. Attorney General:
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/

^^^
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•A.KTO i.'j.v^.JYi

There has boon brought -to our at-fcon'tion by your Special
Assistant, E-bhelbert Ward* •the recent ac-tion of •fche attorney
for -the Walker River Irrigation District in requesting per-
misaion to reopen -the suit ewfcitleA United Statea v. Walker ' //•
River Xrriga-bion Districi, e-b al, Nevada» ,<J»

It appears -the objeo-b of the defendanis in reopening the
case is solely for the purpose of offering new evidence •bond-
ing io show the United St&ieB has a'bandoned the •theory of its
o&ee in chief with reapect •fco ita claim as set up for e, priority
in the uae of the vraters involved dating from 1859. This posi-
tion on the parc of •bh$ defendants of coursa ig erroneous and it
is believed will have no effect on ths ul"fci:');iio outcome of the
suit»

The basis for -bhis new ao-bion is •bhe fact -that the United
States now is undertaking tha cons-truction of & small reservoir
with an estimated capaoity of only 6,200 acre fset. This total
storage ia an insignifioan'fc quan'fcity conBidering the area for
whioh -the United Stefteo is claiming an 1859 right» Funds for
•the cons-truction thereof were secured from the Public V/orka
Adminiet ration Upon appropri.a1;e jus-fcifioa-fcion of •fche advisabili-fcy
and. neoeesity for suoh storage unit* Tho pertinent part of the
juBtific&tion upon which the neceasary funds were made available
i8 as follows»

The present project was cona-trucied from
1906 -to 1910 and has been in uae since •bh&'b -fcime.
However; the waier supply has been inudequate to
meet the demunda, and ii is of urgent importance
that storage be provided to hold flood waters for
use during tha la-Hier part of tho irrigation
se&Bon* The item proposed is eatiraated to be
sufficient -to ccmsiruc'b a otornge resorvoir having
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a capacity of 6,200 aor? feot v/hich_wi.ll oorva
to be-bigr dis'tributo -bhrouph thoirri.ga.tion sedaon
the va.'bor uvuilablo. The Indians of thia rosarva"

tion have boen requesting a bo't'ker wat&r oupply
for many years, and ii i$ believed thoy will take
full advAtitage of any opportunity ojCfafed thBro io
better ihBir oondition l?y incroaeed irrigaii.on
farming*

There ia also quoted for your a.nform&tion and ready rflferenci?
the justification of the local aupervising angxnaor of tlie Indian
Irrigation Sorvloec

Thgre liaa long boon u demand for a storaga
reservoir on Yfelker River above ihe pragent
divst'alon dam* This raaiter has boon delayed,
pending the adjudica.ti&n of -the wo.torf? of W&lker
Rivar, A__a"boraf<e dcuu of 6,300 acre foei QRpaoxty
is now beliaved to be absolutsly nQCQSt?Rr^» re-<
eardlBBS Of •ths umount oJE' v/u'ber d.ocro9d__thfl

Indian l.andfl. .due -fco irrflRular flow of V/Alker
River*

AoBistant Secretary

It is roanifagt fi*om the foregoing thai -bhero \7a,s and nov/ ia
no intan-bion of this Deparfcaflirt to Rb&ndon oy je&pardigo x-fca
claimed wa/tar rights an se't out in 'bbs (unandgd bill of compl&inl;
in this c&ae* The only purpose of conB-brueting a wiaXl reoorvoir
is io provide regulaldon of tho aYiulQlilo flow in ths r:Lvor» whiGh
regulation ie nscaaBary to proporly u'biliaa ths mrtar riEhtg of
the reserva'tion*

It ia respectfully reconuiionded thut the propoBed rooponing of
th^ Oftsa be opposed vigorously and •fcha-fc appropriate action bo
taken looking to •fcho pro'toction of tho interastB of the Indians a
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